Maryland Historical Trust Inventory No.2+ete— V| = 2./ <219
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)

Historic Larcombe House
Other Wenham, Oakmont Manor, Four Chimney Estates

2. Location

Street & number 125 Central Ave not for publication

City, town Gaithersburg vicinity

County Montgomery

3. Owner of PI'O&BI":V (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
Name MARYLAND DEVELOPMENT CO LLC

Street & number 2401 RESEARCH BLVD STE 200 telephone
City, town Rockyville state MD zip code 20850-3246

4. Location of Legal Description

Courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. MONTGOMERY COUNTY

City, town Gaithersburg liber 19809 folio 182 tax map FT61 tax parcel P719

Tax ID number

. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function

[x}Buildings [ x] Private Vacant / not in use

Resource Count Contributing Noncontributing Number of Contrinbu-
Buildings 1 0 ting Resources pre-
Sites 0 0 viously listed in the In-
Structures 0 0 ventory

Obijects 0 0

Total 1 0



7. Description Inventory No. 21219

Condition: excellent [ x] good fair deteriorated ruins
altered

Prepare both a one-paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various
elements, as it exists today.

1. Architectural Classification: Colonial Revival
2. Materials
a. Foundation: brick and cement Walls:
b. Interior: Plaster
¢. Exterior: Clapboard
3. Roof: Copper and asphalt Shingles
4, Chimney: Brick

The residence, located at 125 Central Avenue, was constructed in 1893." The structure is a gorgeous
three story modified square plan frame dwelling with a hip-roof, eight dormers and a widows walk.
The property faces Southeast and sits gracefully abandoned atop a gently upward sloping hill (See
attachment 2), approx 350 feet from Central Ave. The parcel where it resides is just shy of 5 acres
and is sparsely populated with vegetation and several very large trees. The house boast well over
4,000 square feet? of living space, which includes eleven rooms in total; four bedrooms, formal living
room, formal dining room, kitchen, and a fully finished 3™ floor divided into 4 finished rooms. The
interior walls maintain their original lath and plaster surface throughout the house. The exterior walls
are wood clapboard, three of the four sides are painted white, while the fourth sides needs scraping
and painting; the hip-roof is covered in asphalt shingles, rolled copper on the widow’s walk and
addition. The foundation is block foundation with red brick covering all exposed outfacing areas.
All windows are 6/6 double-hung sashes. The main entrance is accessed from five steps of poured
cement, leading to a six by four foot platform. An early two-story addition (9°x14’) projects to the
Southwest. There are four handsome chimneys that frame the house with grace and honor. There are
four entrances to the house with the main entrance being located on the Southeast side. The house is
in fair condition and is waiting for someone to restore her to her original glory.

Further detailed description is provided under section titled additional documentation.

! This information was gained from the Montgomery county tax records.

% Maryland State tax records:

http://sdatcert3 .resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/results.asp?streetNumber=141&streetName=Central&county=16&intMe
nu=2&SearchType=Street&submit4=SEARCH



http://sdatcert3
resiusa.org/rp
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Detailed Description:

Looking at the house from the exterior facing the entrance, one will notice an addition to the left side of
the house that spans both floors, and on the right side of the house an addition, which is now the library,
is cobbled onto the house (this was recently removed from the house). The exterior is wood clapboard, 3
sides of the house have been painted white and is in reasonably good shape, the backside of the house has
peeling paint and unpainted sections. As you enter the house from the main entrance you are greeted by a
large open living room, approx 35 x 20 with fireplaces flanking both ends. You will see a large
vandalized staircase that leads to the second floor. Walking through the living room and towards the back
of the house brings you through a small hallway and into the dining room. The kitchen is completely
destroyed and is of absolute no use. You will find bathrooms on all three levels. There is a full basement
with oil heating unit and upgraded circuit breaker panel. Going to the second floor you will be greeted by
4 large square bedrooms and a stairway leading up to the third floor rooms. The third floor rooms are
completely finished, however water damage abounds. On the way to the third floor there is a door that
leads one up one more level to the widows walk. The roof of the house and the widows walk area has
been vandalized; the cooper roof was torn away. The original dental molding on the exterior of the house
is intact along with some of the clapboard siding, see attached photos. The library is an addition to the
house, it sits on the right side of the house and has extensive built in bookshelves and an absolutely
beautiful domed ceiling The 4.15-acre parcel on which the property sits, has been recently subdivided
into 6 lots, and has been vacant for over 3 years. Even though the property has been vacant the interior of
the house is in fairly good shape. The largest extend of damage to the house has been water damage to
the plaster ceilings on all three floors. The most severe water damage can be seen on the second floor.
There is also some slight vandalism to the interior of the property and many broken windows. The
property is fully intact and appears to have had fully functional electric and water and sewage working
prior to being vacated.

Detailed Description

Mr. Larcombe constructed this Colonial Revival style house in 1893. Mr. Larcombe purchased several
properties in the Gaithersburg area in the late 1800’s. This particular property was and still is sitting on
a 4.15-acre lot, which has been recently subdivided into 6 lots. The house is currently on the border of
two of the lots. The house is approximately 40 feet wide and 40 feet deep. It has 2 % stories and 8
dormers on the hip roof. The house is stick constructed with wood clapboard siding. The siding is in

relatively good shape some if it appears to be the original siding.

Approaching the house from the front one notices five very distinct architectural features that set the
house apart from any other house in Gaithersburg. First, there are 4 chimneys that are symmetrically
placed around the house, two on the right and two on the left sides of the house. The four chimneys
balance the house very nicely matching the high roofline and complimenting the second feature of the
house that is most noticeable, the dormers. Each side of the house has 2 dormers for a total of 8 that
accent the hip roof line very nicely. The third item of significant architectural beauty is the widow’s walk
that sits on top of the hip roof and gives a grand view of the property. The fourth and fifth items are really
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beautiful woodworking details that show the attention to detail that the original craftsmen prided
themselves on and added an extra statement, much like an exclamation point at the end of a sentence!
Those details are the dental molding that runs around the entire roofline of the house and the beautifully
ornate door pediment sitting over the front entrance. (see photo). '

Two additions have been added to the house over the years. Facing the house from the front entrance and
turning left to walk around the house, there is a two-story addition approximately 9 feet wide by 13 feet in
depth.. On the opposite side of the house an addition in the shape of a former shed that was located on the
property has been moved up against the house and currently serves as the library, this addition is
approximately 13 feet by 15 feet.

Three of the four sides of the house have a coat of primer painted on them. The fourth side has severely
cracking and peeling paint. The backside of the house has a porch that runs along approximately half the
length of the house. The porch is in pretty poor shape and needs immediate attention to keep it from
becoming unusable.

The widows walk area of the roof has recently been vandalized for the copper sheeting. The original
copper roofing material and copper doorway have been stolen. The hip roof has replacement asphalt
shingles. I would imagine that these were slate shingles when the house was originally constructed.

Window placements around the entire house are very symmetrical. The first and second story has
windows that align with each other creating the very nice lines of the house. There is a stairway access to
the basement of the house. This is under the porch on the back of the house. The house sits about 5 feet
off the surface of the ground. When approaching the house one has to go up about 7 steps to get to the
entrance.

The interior of the house is in “relatively” good shape. All of the walls throughout the house are the
original plaster. The stairway and banister have been vandalized; the spindles and railing have been
destroyed or knocked down. The surfaces of the steps are in good shape. There is severe water damage
on the second and third floor ceilings. The first floor ceiling is in very good shape. Please see attached
spreadsheet for house layout and room dimensions. In every room the wallpaper that was hanging is
falling down and the paint is severely cracked and peeling in almost every room.

Entering the house one walks into a great room approx 35’ x 19°. This room is flanked on both ends by
fireplaces. The fireplace mantels have been removed or stolen. Throughout the house the original floors
are in tact except for the great room. The floor in the great room was also recently vandalized and torn
up. A beautiful dental crown molding lines the walls of the great room. In the great room the main
staircase leads up the second floor. Passing by the staircase one enters a small hallway, turning left takes
you to the back staircase and kitchen, going strait brings you into the Dining room. The Dining room has
built in cabinets and a fireplace; the dental molding that was in place has been stolen.
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Leaving the dining room and going the kitchen one passes through an area that has room on the left for a
pantry and on the right for a bathroom. The kitchen has not appliances and the cabinets that are there are
of 1970s vintage.

As one passes through the entrances of each room the original doors, molding and trim are mostly in tact,
except where they have been stolen.

Moving to the second floor, (See spread sheet with dimensions and layout) one finds an approximately 8’
x 8’ landing on top of the steps. From there one can go in one of four equally sized bedrooms. Each
bedroom has dental crown molding and plaster walls. All ceilings in the first and second floor are 10 feet
tall. Radiant heaters are located in each room of the house.

Moving to the third floor, one finds 4 rooms and a bathroom, (see spreadsheet with layout); all rooms on
the third floor have plaster walls and have slanted ceilings and two dormer windows. The access to the
widow’s walk is also located on the third floor. Steep steps lead to the widow’s walk that was once
covered in green tinted copper sheeting.

The exterior grounds of the house have very few original features if any. The only out building is a
garage, which appears to be built much later after the house was originally built. The structure is closed
on 3 sides and open on the fourth.

There is a demolition permit currently pulled for this house, permit number 305613. I have contacted the
developer and asked him to delay the process. He is willing to give the house away for free, however that
would require moving the house off the lot or buying one of his subdivided lots. Mr. Ted Smart is the
owner and the developer; his company is Maryland Development Corporation LLC. Mr. Smart and I
have discussed purchasing one of his lots and I submitted a letter of intent to purchase that was not
responded to.

I have received written estimates on the cost to move the house to one of his lots for $49,000. I have also
been in the process of securing construction loans to be able to buy a piece of his property, move the
house and then restore the house to its original grandeur. If able I will be in a position to move the house
to one of his lots 30 days after signing the contract. I have contracted Expert house movers in Sharptown
MD to move the house. Hopefully there will be no loss or damage to the house during the move. The
biggest areas of concern are the four chimneys. The house mover stated that if it looked like the
chimneys needed to be shored up, he would add bracing around the chimneys for support. Once the
house is moved, the foundation is poured; I plan on restoring the house back to its original shape. The
restoration process will be sub-contracted out and will hopefully take no longer than 12 months.

Other than the house there is no other landmark or exterior building that has any historical significance.
The house is located in the vicinity of the historic Washington Grove community.
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8. Statement of Significance. Inventory No. 21-219

Applicable National Register Criteria:

A. [ x]Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history

B. [ ] Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

C. [x ] Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components lack individual distinction

D. [ ]Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations:

Property is:
A. [ ]1Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. [ ] Removed from its original location

C. [ ] Abirthplace or grave.

D. [ ] Acemetery

E. [ ] A reconstructed building, object or structure
F. [ ] acommemorative property

Areas of Significance:
1. Architecture
2. Community Planning and Development

Periods of Significance:

1. 1893-1930
Specific dates:
1. 1893

Architect/Builder:

Construction dates:
1. 1893

Evaluation for:

National Register X___Maryland Register not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a
narrative discussion of the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation
on a DOE Form — see manual.)

Statement of Significance: This house is a fine example of late 19" Century Colonial Revival style
architecture. The current Gaithersburg city hall is the only other known property of such style
reminiscent of an era of quality craftsmanship and pride in workmanship. The house has substantial
architectural and historical significance for Gaithersburg, Montgomery County and Maryland. The
handsome four chimney design of the house is one of a very few in the entire state. The beautiful
lines of the house combined with the 8 dormers and widows walk are truly features that few historic

properties can claim.

The Larcombe House, constructed ca. 1893, represents a brief period during the late nineteenth
century when the rural environs just beyond the City of Washington D.C.’s borders attracted wealthy
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District residents to build their exurban retreats in the picturesque farmland of Montgomery County,
Maryland. Wenham, the summer residence and retreat for Washington D.C., businessman John S.
Larcombe, was among a handful of country houses built before widespread development in the early
tweritieth century that transformed the Oakmont and Washington Grove areas into automobile-
centered suburb of the District. The Larcombe House meets National Register Criterion A, as an
unusual survivor from the pre-suburban period of Gaithersburg history when it was a mixture of
farmlands and summer retreats, and criterion C, for its high degree of integrity as a fine example of an
early Colonial Revival-style dwelling. The house’s period of significance is from 1893 until the
middle of the 20" Century, when ownership was under the Larcombe family. The history of this
house provides keen insight into the development of Gaithersburg and its evolving real estate trends
during the late nineteenth century, as well as the construction of an urban businessman’s’ summer
retreat just beyond the Washington D.C. borders.’

History of Oakmont: Oakmont was platted in 1888 near Gaithersburg on a farm located between the
Georgetown-Frederick Road on the west and a B&O Railroad stop on the east. It allied itself with the
ideals and spirit of the Methodist Washington Grove Camp Ground Association directly to the east as
the companion subdivision. The building lots closest to Washington Grove on Oakmont Street were
developed from 1888 to 1910 into a compact viable rural village community with large lots on the
wide streets lined with mature trees. Oakmont soon acquired the community store and post office and
the local school. It has remained remarkably unchanged and intact to the present! Oakmont is sited
on “The Branch Farm”, part of the holdings of Revolutionary war hero Colonel Zadok Magruder,
who built a brick house known as Mount Pleasant about 1807. In 1838, the house and the 437-acre
parcel were sold by the estate of Robert Pottinger Magruder to Lemuel Clements.*

Lemuel Clements was born to Henry and Jane Clements in 1794 and died Nov 1, 1880. He married
Elizabeth Gardiner of Howard County in 1818 and had seven children, including John Ambrose in
1825. John Ambrose Clements married widowed Amanda (Gloyd) Clements, the daughter of
Rebecca (Swamley) and Samuel Gloyd of Logtown. John Clements home and farm was located on
the east side of Frederick Road.

The Clements properties were desirable for their soil and water, but also for their location. The B&O
Railroad was on the east boundary and the Georgetown Fredericktown road on the west. The
metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad commenced operation in 1873, immediately attracting
developers and businessmen like John S. Larcombe.

3 NRHP nomination form for 7819 Moorland Lane, Montgomery County Md
4 Maryland Historic Trust, State Historic Sites Inventory Form, Oakmont Historic District. Judy Christensen
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The neighboring Washington Grove Campground Association was a very successful retreat; it
attracted trainloads of daily visitors and other who stayed on the grounds in tents, cottages or the
Grove Hotel.

After Lemuel Clements’ died in 1880, The Montgomery County Sentinel carried notices of the estate
sale of Lemuel Clements real estate on March 18, 1881 and subsequent issues. A 110-acre farm
identified as “The Branch Farm” was to be sold at auction on April 6%, 1881 to highest bidder.
Another of Lemuel’s sons, Peter Henry Clements, was the executer of the will. The property is
described as:

“... located on the public road leading from the Georgetown to Frederick, four miles from Rockville
and one mile from Gaithersburg, and within one hundred yards of the Washington Grove Station...
and adjoins the lands for John Ambrose Clements and William R Easton.

This land is well wooded and watered, under good enclosure, and has a good apple orchard on it.

The buildings consist of a comfortable log dwelling, stable, Corn House, and other accessory
outbuildings. The good natural quality of the soil, and the eligible location of this farm, being
almost immediately on the line of the Metropolitan Railroad and its proximity to the thriving town
of Gaithersburg, render it most desirable property.”

John Ambrose Clements purchased the property in consideration of $2,130.60, and in June of 1888
Lemuel’s widow Jane Al Clements released all claim to the dower rights to land conveyed to John A.
Clements by Lemuel Clements on July 12", 1881 for the sum of $568.00. °

Shortly before, on June 23, 1888, John Ambrose Clements and his wife Amanda sold 126 acres of
land to two entrepreneurs, Henry Beard and James Craighead of Washington D.C. for $8,190. ¢

Although Craighead and Beard were not directly connected to the Methodist Campgrounds, their new
enterprise followed its principals including deed covenants against the manufacture or sale of spirits
and the sale of a block of land to the Association for $1.00 at the northeast corner of the parcel
(corner of Deer Park Road and the railroad)’

The Oakmont developers offered the lots for sale outright and would finance the purchase with a deed
of trust. Because of the more permanent nature of this village and the developers’ gift to the Board of
Education of lot 10, Block 4, for a school and the front 100 feet of the park to the B&O for a new

3 Land records RBP24/264 1888
6 Land records JA1/221 1886
" Edwards, op cit pp 108-114
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station, the local school, post office and store were soon locate in the Oakmont area rather in the
Washington Grove area.

Beard and Craighead lost no time. The Montgomery County Sentinel of July 13, 1888 noted “The
tract of land opposite Washington Grove Campground, this county, recently purchased by Mr. Henry
Beard (sic) of John A. Clements, is now being surveyed by Mr. G. Minor Anderson, and laid off into
streets, broad avenues and building lots.” The survey was recorded and entered into Montgomery
County Plat Book A, page 20 on Oct 31, 1888.

Central Avenue bisected the rectangular parcel from Frederick Road (Rt. 355) to an oval drive that
fronted on the railroad station across the tracks. The interior of the Oval was labeled “Park” which
the plat “dedicated for public recreation — no permanent buildings are to be erected thereon, no
spirituous liquors or intoxication are to be sold or given away therein.” On either side of the oval was
an undivided block. The north block was labeled “Property of Washington Grove Camp Ground
Association” and the south block was labeled 1. Blocks 2,3 and 4 were subdivided into 14 to 17
rectangular building lots. (See plat picture) Oakmont west of the intersection of Central Avenue and
Chestnut Street (Now Oakmont St) was labeled “LAND NOT YET SUBDIVIDED” and was hcld by
several landholders. One of those landholders was John S. Larcombe. :

On Feb 24", 1890, John S. Larcombe purchased 10 acres of land on the north side of Central Avenue
for $1,800. At that time, the property was recorded and identified as land not yet subdivided.?
Larcombe built the large three-story hip-roofed house that is the subject of this proposal submission.
John S. Larcombe went on to purchase several other plots. He bought another 10-acre parcel at the
corner of Central Ave and Frederick Road ® and lots 11, 12, and 13 in block 4, lots 10,11,12,13,14,15,
and 16 in block 3 and lots 13,14,15,16 and 17 in block 2."° Larcombe's property was not sold and
developed until the mid 1930s upon his death. "'

¥ Land records JA 17/101 1890

? Land records TD24/486 1903

197 and records 210/386 1910, 224/394 1911, and 226/152 1912

'! Maryland Historic Trust, State Historic Sites Inventory Form, Judy Christensen
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John S. Larcombe was a wealthy Washington D.C. businessman. Larcombe enjoyed traveling to the
Washington Grove area in the summer to live in the property that the family named Wenham.
Larcombe’s phone number was listed as “phone No 32 Gaithersburg”.'* John S. Larcombe was a very
successful construction contractor in Washington D.C. Mr. Larcombe earned a reputation as a quality
craftsman, some of his work that can still be seen today is the construction of the magnificent church
near Catholic University, the beautify edifice is 140 feet square with a lofty central dome. Under the
grad line three chapels were built. Two of them are exact reproductions of the chapels of Bethlehem
and Nazareth, drawings of which were made by Architect Cav. Aritides Leonori, of Rome Italy who
visited the Holy Land for this purpose."’

John Larcombe was a member of the Riggs National Bank Board of Directors. He owned real estate
through the Washington D.C. area also. Upon his death on Nov 8%, 1930, Larcombe had amassed a
wealth of over $400,000"

12 Social Register, Summer 1919 (Vol 33: No. 75; June 1919). New York, NY: Social Register Assn, 1919.
'3 Washington Post, August 21, 1898, pg 14
14 Washington Post, Nov 15", 1930, pg 3. His son John Larcombe Jr. was a successful golfer and business man.
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Maryland Historical Trust, State Historic Sites Inventory Form, Oakmont Historic District, Judy Christensen, 1991.
Washington Post

Census Data

Montgomery County Land records

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 4.15 Acres

Acreage of historical setting 4.15

Quadrangle name

Quadrangle scale:

UTM: 4334014 311474 18S

LAT / LONG: N 39.134916 W 77.181222 (see attached map)

mTmpow>

Verbal boundary description and justification:

The property is bounded by a 359.85” boundary along Central Avenue, to the east the 509-foot property line along
lot’s 16 and 17, the property line to the west is 550’ long running against Oakmont Manor properties, 36,38,39 and
40. The property line on the north is approximately 358 feet in length. (See attached plot) The house sits
approximately 350 feet on the North side of Central Avenue

The property is currently on a subdivide parcel based on a permit approved my the Montgomery County Ma.ryland
Department of Permitting Services Approved on Nov 17®, 2004 (signature unreadable)

11. Form Prepared by

Namettitle Jim Pietila

Organization None Date: Orignally submitted Feb 1st, 2005, revised Mar 15 2005
Street & number: 21501 Goshen Hunt Lane Telephone 240-683-6495
City or town Gaithersburg State MD

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an
Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of
Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.
The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes
only and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.
return to: Maryland Historical Trust

DHCD/DHCP

100 Community Place

Crownsville, MD 21032-2023

410-514-7600
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View from Centra Ave

M:21-219

Detail of front entrance

Southeas(ont) fagade
(Structure on right side has been
moved from the property)




M:21-219

Southwest side of residence Northeast side of property

View from main entrance doorway Northwest (rear) Fagade
looking toward back of house. with partial porch



